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Elf-love,' which like Five covets fo 
0 . Teſolue att things into it ſelf rake, 
- men they care not what. Villmny 
o has Tmpicty they aF, ſe #t my. but 
ny to their own ad vantage. And 
" Jro# e it was, that the Heathens 
terned. Re 
the moſt eo w4 their. Sacrifices : 
mendicantes vicatim Deos ducunt ; 4 
God mas then as fit an objet? for C barity, 
4 now a broken Arm, or a wooden Leg : 
vor did they conſider their Godly any 
otherwi ſe, thaw for their own Tnterelf. 
Now os Muſick, hath that Sympathetick 
 hower, to heighten that Paſ 708, a *r 
woſt predominant in mens Natyres,. whe- 
ther 0 Mixsth or Melancholy ; 5 
Religion i if z meets with g 0 
makes it better, but if -f with bad Na tre, 
i makes it worſe not ot true Relig 
is here tabe bl lamed, 2 
| titations., —_ the 
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oe: turn fowdr. * Obdurate hearts 
wait ſybjet to Atheiſin, where. 
4 ſofter N#turds ere ever more: muclined 
fo Superſtition : 5 in which latter, Dev 
to 01:3. \£Per, Were prevalent thas Tudg- 
Uerh Je as.4 hiloſophy applies 7t Jar! th 
> ſodeth | Religion to Paſſion 3 ard 
EE re 24d are [0 2 ſucceſsful, 4 thoſe 
anatical ſelle ers of words, who are mot 
qrorelom with "their Pulpits : whereby 
a we 4 double eduantage fir#, they 
ear more zealous to the World : ; and 
eCOMALY. » the Nonſenſe they deliver z 
zat.. ſo. eaſily. diſcerned by the credulow 
multitude, Wl gre over raviſhed with 
the Tore aud Noiſe, aud praiſe not the 
£& Nd Wy ? Uhrengh the /<M 
\ Ihe coup od # of 


he ty if wy JN Sacred Me ; 
43s yerſo 1 in .Precium, Deo. FEiw || 
9 7 E870 are there in the I orld, _ 
TERA of contraty P; rnciples 8 
26 4v26 yother. | get. al pre: end themſelver 


Fom ong apd the ſame "Ie 


Be- EA 
. x. 5 - 
: Eo COON 2 

Eve $2 3.- 3 SAC 
DRE A ar Nt S_ ( £2 * 
Cn NE TG 


Bling 1 Therefore be who would be of the 

mot excelent Faith, mn} try all, and 
then (45 St: Paul adviſes) hold faſt that 
which is beſt. * He ſhould do by the ſeve- 
ral Religions, s Potamon of Alexan- 
| dria did by the many Sets of Fhiloſophy; 
1 | &k@ what wat good ont of eath; and re- 
e | ſinquiſh the'bad. Now moit Religions IF 
i | (excepting vurs ) being tainted with the | t 
mereſt of the Clergy, he mmſt examine ck 
_ ant conſider them atcordinely : For if a 1:77 
Porter ſhould come and tell me, he had 107.46 
brought me fſuch-a Letter from ny -Fa- . 
ther, and' the firſt part of the Letter 
 ſboald teach Obedience to Parents, but 
the latter part of it ſhould command me 
to give the ſaid Porter half my Effate; 
in this caſe TI ſhould ( notwithſtanding 

the teſtimony of þi3 brother Porters ).- 
without ſome further demonitration, be- 
 Heve the Letter a connterfeit 5 as alſo 
that the firſt þ 
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tatis. buf. ri | | 
they deluded' the Vaulgar. © As. 1 haw 
heard, of, a Conntry- A lehonſe- keeper, who 
being 4 crafty Knave, deviſed this trick 
to-get 2 ready vert for his Liquor : Fe 
ave out. a report at ſeveral' Market- 
Towns, that. be had taken. a. monſtrous 
Beaſt in ſuch. a Wood ; whereupon many, 
Conntry- people flack'd. into. ſee this wans 
derful Beat, which, out\ of palicy he kept 
in the dark corner of a Rooms, withall aa- 
viſieg the people not to-approach oo neat 
him, for fear of danger : bug this nit ſa: 
tisfying the curioſity of one of the Clowns, 


ridiculous Nothings, wherewith || \ 


who had drank higher thay the reſt, he 
brings hin out into the light ; where thit 
Creature (which bad. occaſion'd ſo many 
hes, quarrels anddifpute about. the Na 
tare of him, whilſt be remain'd in the 
dark) proved after all, to. he nothing 
but 2 little Cur-dog int a, Doublet © Paity- 
i1unt - montes, .naſcetur: ridicuſus mus: 
However, the man had bis deſign in ſe 
ling off his | Liquoy. .. © 
Sed were i ; myſteries of the ancient 
Eeetheviſo Religions, and what 1 hey 
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%E iſcourſe concetning Heathen Reli- 
....gions in general, were. certainly a 
vaſt undertaking, and'vain z .it be- 
oQ.ummenſe a labour. for-any one mans 
ither,, Dy xeading,, ſufficiently ro cormpre-. 
d the Ancient Idolatry , or by Travel 
through. -borh the- Indies to diſcern chat of 

ws, Age. . Nor would it be leſs. vain, if 
offible co be attain'd : For all Superſtitions 
| 34 ,The people but like ſeyeral Sports to 
reny which yarying in their ſeveral 


ſons , gs Yield them pretty entertainment. 
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for the time;--and when grawn out of re-' 
queſt, deſerve no further conſideration, but 
lagted by new.ones to the fame 
purpolc,/ | hexefore to abbreyiare f 1: UN- 
dertaking, after having touched a litfteup- 
on vhe Original of kdotatry; I do in the reſt 
of this diſcourſe confine my ſelf to one part 
of their/Superftirion,/ viz. their Sacrifices, 
and more eſpecially their Sanguinary ones, 
as being the moſt horrid-and bruitiſh of all 
others : Alſo in them I obſerve only their 
ſeenyng Rational and Poligick Eundamen- 
tals ,/ without: menrfoning the: Sacerdotal 
- particulars in the celebration of their fanta- 
ſtical Cere monies; which are innumerable, 
though in effect bur like the Ribbons ona 
Hobby-horſe. Now.-+f any Hypoctite to 
. ho his ewn zeal, ſhould pretend that a 
L Heathen of this nature does throug - 
eathen Sacrifices; reproach thoſe of Moſes, 
witch Tefembled them'bur' in qurwargap- 
pearance, he miftreceive himſelf frortrhar 
error,” f he rightly: apprehends the diffe- 
ence; For the one” Le his Inſtitutions, 
as direfted to the* true "God, and ordajn'd as 
Typical by his appointment 3 whereas the 
ther (viz. thoſe of the Heathen) had nei- 
er of thefe Qualifications, and therofore- 
10 more ought ro be ſj ared for their reſem- 
blance to thoſe of the Jews, than a Criminal 
ought ro be pardoned: for wearing-the Jour 
COIOUT: 
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coloured Garments with the Judge. More- 
over for the further juſtification of this 
Freatiſe, I have the Holy Scriptures for my 
Preſident, wherein we may often find re- 
corded the Idolatry of the Ancient Heathens, 
viz, of fuch as ſacrificed to Baal, and offer'd 
up:Cakes to the' Queen of Heaven : There- 
fore all further Apologies Lſhall decline, as 
unneceſſary in ſs brief a Narrative, 

_ .:Before Religion, that is to ſay, Sacrifices, 

- Rires, Ceremonies, pretended Revelations, 

and. the. like, were invented amongſt the 

Heathens, there was no worſhip of God bur 

1n.2 rational way, whereof the Philoſophers 
pretending to be Maſters; did to this end, 
nof only teach Virtue and Picty, bur were 
alſo themſelves great examples of it in their 
Lives and Converfations ; whom the People 
chiefly: follow'd, till they. were ſeduced by 
their crafty and covetous Sacerdotal Order z 
who, inftead of the faid- Virtue and Piety, 
introduced Fables and Fiftions of their own 
coining ; -perſwading the Vulgar, that as 
men could not by any natural abilities of 
their own, know the beſt manner of ſerving 
God, ſo'it was neceſſary that He ſhould re- 
veal the ſame to his Prieſts'in ſomeiextraor- 
dinary manner, for the berter inſtruction of 
the'People. Whereupon-pretermitring the 
Do&rines: of Picty and-Goodnefs «for the 
3 #if 4 3 B p 4 moſt 


(4 


ax) * "The Original of 
| moſt part; they introduced a Religious wor. 
ſhip of their own moulding, which amulſeq 
and ſuſpended mens minds ih great, part, 
and at laſt made the people relic fo. much 
upoh them, thar they neglected their pro- 
per duries;conſiſtifg chiefly in the Sacrifices, 
Evpiations, and Luſtratiens of their Priefts ; 
who finding they got more by the fs and 
ignorance of the common people, than by 
their virtue and knowledge, made ciyers 
things ſins which otherwiſe were but indiffe- 
rent, eſpecially thoſe things which mens na- 
rures could with the'moſt difficulry reſiſt: 
which obſervation produced this 'mgenions 
Copy of Verſes from a Moderi Author, no 
{eſs eminent for his Wit, thar for his Qua- 


lity. 


| Chorus $4- Ob weariſem candition of Humanity ! 
Eeerdotum, ' | Born:wuder :one Law; to another bound : 
do nni's Fainly begot, and jeefarbidden vanity, 

L. Ore Created ſick; cotemanded to' be ſound. 

C What meaneth Natyve by theſe divers Jaws ? 
Paſſion and Reaſan ſelf- diviſian canſe. . © 


dt the mark or majeſty of Power «:/ 

.-: Ta. make offences that it may forgive? 

. Natwreher ſelf; doth: bet own [elf acflower; 
41. To hate thoſe Errors fe her (elf doth give? 

"For-how ſhould manthink that he may not a0, 
1} Nature did net fail and puniſh roof | 

NO & 0 gon 
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,< W Commands things difficult and hard : 
Forpias us all things which it knows us Luſt, 
| Makes eafic pains, unpiſſivle reward. 

tf Nature did nat take delight in blood, 

She would have made more caſie way to good. 


We {hat are bound by Vows ana b 'Y promotion, 
.. With pomp of Holy Sacrifice and Rites, 

Ta teach belief in good and jill devotion, 

be To preach of Heavens wonders,and delights; 
Yet when each of +5 in his own Heart looks, 


He finds the God there far nnlike his Books. 


' They forbad ſome meats as unclean, 
which yer wcre whoiſom ; commanding My 
others to be uſed, whicn yer mult be offer d "hy 
or ſacrificed, that ſo they might have their tr 
parts; Allotting ſome days. to labour, and is 
others to idIcneſs: of all which, and many 
More conſpicuous in. pomp and Ceremony 
they conitituted themſelves the Patrons and 
Procurers. To whom nn men were ſo odt- 
ous as your increduloas honeſt men z for it 
a man were ingredulous and vicious,..that 
was the greater hogour to the credyſous ' i 
party z.or if a man were credulous and Vt- b 

cious,. that did not any. more reflect vpop Z | t | 
; | their Religion, than one man's being hang < "MY 
for diſhoneſty, ſcandalizes. a Governm-nt ; 
beſides they. might pretend his Faith was 
TE TT  B3 never 


kd by : 
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never ſincere. But he that led an hbneft 
virtuous life, without any Faith for their 


Superſtitions, he was the only perſon odious 


unto thern, as a perſon that demonſtrated 
unto the World how unneceſfary the Prieſts 
ard their DoCtrines were to the propagation 
of Virtue. The Philoſophers had their extra- 
vagancies in Natural, bur they all agreed 
in Moral Philofophy z nor was Virtue any 
where better delineated, than by thoſe an- 


cient Philoſophers, Plato, Ariftorle, Sencca, 


Plutarch, Epiftetns, &c. in ſo much that 
Hyerophante, or Teachers of Holy Doctrine, 
was a nameanciently and primitively given 
to Philoſophers. Sit para mente colendns : 
A pure undefiled Spirit is the only Sacritice 


which Philoſophy commands them to offer 


unto God. Bur as that taught the. know- 
ledge of God in his works, and a rational 
way to ſerve him, ſo the Doctrines of their 
Prieſts introduced not only impertinent, but 
alſo abſurd and impious Tenenrs concerning 
God and Religion, withdrawing them as 
well from the uſe of their Reaſon, as from 
rhe ſtudy of Truth : notallowing them any 
knowledge of God, or Religious worſhip, 
bur what themſelves taughr. © Nay they bc- 
rray'd the pe, plenrothe Adoration of many 
Gods, becauſe thereby they acquired to - 
rhemſelyes -mach greater advanrages by 

Jaoring many Deities, ahd introducing ſe- 
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| eral worſhips of them , than they conld 
.have expected from the ſingle worſhip of 
,one ſupreme God. _ All which ſerves bur to 
;confirm the. verity of that Epigram,, Us me- 
lines poſſis fallere, ſume togam, This Saccr- 
 dotal villany was well known to Diogenes, 
as. We may learn from. the Anſwer he made 
to the Pricſt who came .to.convert him to be 
,of his Order, in hopes of Elizium : Witt tho 
(faith Diogenes) have me to believe that theſe 
famons men Ageſilaus aud Epimanondas ſball 
WTE7TIC erable, and that than who art but an Al, 
.and aveit nothing of auy worth, ſhalt be bappy 
. only. becauſe thou art aPrieff ? Socontempri- 
ble was: their profeſſion-in that, wife man's 
. opinian. ; Bur of we Dr Heat: 


. A TY dh hid, 4 £48 37 
_. ThePrimitive /Inſftnution of Idolatry re- 
.cetv.d. its Birth  fram Princes, at whoſe 

. . Charge it was afterwards Educated by Eccle- 


' ſhaſticks; the one e: the Idol, and the 


4 


_* other ordain'd the worſhip of it. And this 
.we may learn from the Book of the Wiſaorz 


2 


. of. Solopzan, wherein, 16418 faid, That the Fa- 
ther made the [mage of the deceaſed Sauj and 
the Son of the dead Father, ,, Thus Ninns after 

. the death. of his Farher izerod, worlhipp'd 
himby the name of $44, or Selws, which in 
the. Punick, Tongue. fignifies God : GFrom 
 »Whence I;conceive:thay exrour of many Hi- 
- ſtorigns.. does proceed Þ,,who heaiing, of; 
Wh B 4 ny 


\ 


Nimrod that after = death was Adotet by 
the name'of Bzlas, preſently miſapprehend: 

ed them to be' rwo ſeveral perfons , who 
were really but 'one' under ' two |[everal 
names : And therefore we ſee Africans be. 
vins his Chronicle with Belxs. ) Now the 
uſe of this Adoration was to breed a venera- 


tion in the-common people, not only for. 


the Prince deceaſad, but likewiſe for all his 
Pofterity , as men of the 7picrean Race. 
This Idol being therefore ar firſt worſhipp'd 
only in commemoration of fome Zero, or 
gallant perſon, as his Effigics, grew in time 
ro be by Poſtexy revered asa God; andas 
his coura cor 'prudence in his life-time, was 
conducive tothe grandeur 'and glory of his 
Subjects, ſo they thought being dead, he 
was no leſs able to affift them : with which 
expectation they paidfrequent Vows, Pray- 
-ers'and Sacrtfces unto him, ſuch as wete 
J ordain' d by their IIs. F | 
- + Ss 
TR Kdolatry "bein thus inſtituted by 
the Civil | w5t. the g this inf was left 
'to build upon that foundarion, which pre- 
ſented them with afir' vpportunity ro'intro- 
duce thoſe Rites-and Ceremontes, as might 
render them neceſſary inthe perforniance of 
the ſame, ** * For as men who drink Healths, 
JG" IELL, 7 545 uh wag iquor, than for 
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| fodid. the Heathen Clergy, under pretence 
ofiwiſhing well ro others, enrich and advan- 
ragethernſelves : They not being like the 
Paſtors of the Chriſtian Church, who (ac. 
cording'to Chriſt's Rule) ought to be like 
Sheep amongſt Wolves ; whereas the others 
were rather like Wolves among Sheep. 
Therefore we ſee with how great malice and 
violence they perſecuted allſuch as oppoſed 
heir impious Doftrines, when poor Socra- 
tes could not eſcape with his life, only be- 
cauſe he preach'd up the belief of one ſu. 
preme God : From whence we may obſerve, 
that as pity is leſs culpable than malice, ſo 
m-Superfſtition is incredulity lcfs miſchievous 
than credulity ; the incredulous only pitying 
the. credulous, whereas the credulous al- 
ways envy the incredulous. 
I 'V. 

Now whenever theſe Prieſts wanted wit 
todelude the Vulgar, with ambiguous An- 
lwers of their own inventions, they repair'd 

tothe Temples of rheir Gods, and there lay 
all that Night ; telling the people at-their 

feturn , how being half aſlcep and kalt 

'awake, their God ſpake and reveal d ſuch 
and ſuch thirigs , which they were com- 
tmanded again to deliver unto the people for 
their fatisfation, when any buſineſs of im- 

portance-occurr'd in: the Commonwealth 3 
ſpeaking therein. many. .times/not fo _— 
| TNELC 
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their own ſenſe, -as the ſenſe of the Magi. 
ſtrate, where there: was occaſion to abuſe 
the people into any belief, that myght re. 
late ro ſome publick-good : in all which ca- 
ſes the Magyfirate. ſeem'd firſt to believe 
thetn. . Alſo they:had certain Books, which 
with much folemnity were conſulted upon 
emergent occaſions z ſuch were the poli. 
nw Libri, as alſfothe Syb'/lina Oracalagwhich 
Tarquinius bought at ſo high a rate, andaf- 
terwards depaſiting them in the Temple of 
7apiter Capuolinxs, might perhaps be there 
burnt together with thedaid Temple im Scyl- 
Jas time. The Hetrigſci had likewiſe their 
Books of natural predictions call 'd Hasrs- 
ſpreine, 'Fulgurales, © Rituales ; as allothe 
Romans. had theirs call'd - Augarales Libri, 
wherein was contain'd moſt of their Relig 
ous worſhip. 4 | 
T5 V. 
The firſt Idolatry is.thought to have come 
frome27ypr, and that the Egyptians indll 
probability | began ' their Religions worſhip 
fromthe Sun, or! at-leaft from the whoic 
Machine of Heaven: The next-roithe «-£29p- 
Fians were the Herrwſci, who: proved their 
DoGtrine by Antiquity -and Univerſality, 45 


allo by Predictions.: | Bur the moſt ancient 


| wligion next to'the e/Hg yptian and Herr 
* $41, Was''that of'the iDr#yds,. who; Wer 
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vl fomeparts of Enoland. © The School of 
Theſe Dri1as flouriſh'd within leſs than one 
htmdred years after the Phwnicians ; and 
eſtroyed, together with their Religi- 


us worſhp*:, by the Emperor Tiberias, 
| Theſt Dru 74s (beſides ſome Opinions they 
Held in ebthifGn with the other Gentiles,con- 
eerning worſhipdue to the Heavens,Planets, 
"and Stars) took certain obſervations from 
Oaks, Galls, and Miſletow, for-their prog- 
ti6fticarion of the enſuing year. The Bard; 
were a diſtin Colledge in England from the 
" | Drayads; they had little of the Philoſopher 
rj or Vaticinator 'in them. The Brachmans 
- | were ancient Philoſophers and Prieſts in the 
Tadies, and continue fo to this day ; they 
: | old the Tranſmigration of Souls with Pj- 
" | thagoras, (which Opinion (as both A4prar 
and Clemens affirm) he took from the fews, 
and was therefore (ſay they ) circumciſed 
* | after their manner. The Gymnoſophiſts were 
|] anancient' Sect of Philoſophy 24 Divinity 
” | amongſt the e£:4/0pians. The Perſians fol- 
lowing Zoroaffer , acknowledged wy ig 
"| proncipitim. as the Egyptians did ; wor 
. ping the'Sun above, and the Bee beneath: 
They had anciently their Wiſe men, or 4- 
ve. ” The Thracians communicated many of 
"| their Rites and Ceremonies to the Grecrany. 
| The 'Scythians and Getes had cerrain Priefts 


atid Philofophers inſtituted accorging tothe 


Db} , man- 


Bb - 
ry 


their. Doctrines and Ceremonies... The an- 


' Cient Roman Pricits took many of their Laws 


and Ceremonies from the Hetr»/ci. The 
Germans and Celtes had their Prieſts which 
were called Semmothei, The Goths had they 
Prieſts call'd Parabnuſcei. Andythe 4jricans 
their Fhiloſophers and Prieſts call d -4than- 
trei, Lybici, & Hiſpani, Now inall theſe (6 
veral Sedts there were not any two that 
agreed exactly .in their DoCtrines, although 
the fundamental deſign of all was the ſame, 
viz. the ſharing of the Sheep ; abopt which 
they did frequently quarrel with one ano- 
ther, in ſo much that one of the Ancicnts 
ſaid, He would avoid all controyerted points, 
until the Prieſts were agreed amongſt ther 
ſelves. V.t.. 

- Therc is nothing does more endanger Re- 
ligion, than Oblivion ;- therefore ſo long as 
Zapiter-was preach'd up at all, they. did not 
much concern themſelves under what ſeve- 
ral Names, or ſeveral kinds of Adoration 
they world him ; ſuch kigd of diſputes 
being bur like a quarrel between little Chil- 
den,. who. having got one 'Joyneed-Baby 
amonglt them , fall rogerher. by the ears 
about the. naming and dreſſing. of it. Fort 
Hereſics in Religion, are bur like Ivy-Trecs, 
which though at firſt they rend and cleavg 
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| Tanner of Zemolxis ; who travelling inty 
e£oypt ,, brought home with him ſome of 
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wards ferve to uphold andſupport the fame: 
Alfo rhe Magiſtrates did frequently connive 
atſuch Hereſies, becauſe.thcy found the Au- 
thority- of Religwor fo prevalent” in mens 
'minds, that their Clergy when well united 


among themſelves, did oftetrimes conteſt 


with the: Secular power; which grew fo 
dangerous:, : that they were'contented ro 
wink at the many diviſions and/abſurdiries 
amongft them: ne. Sdcra pins poſſeait, quan 
Leges. ' The chief, :and moſt eminent Office 
amongſt:the Romans, was: that: of the Ai 
gurs ;; theveneration and honour:given uns 
ro:themn, was ſo great, thatthey were look'd 
mw not only. as the Gods Interpreters, bur 

ſo ds Meflengers and Agents beewixr them 
and mankind.” : Beſides, they were ever ad- 


_:yanced: tothe Senate, and rhe.rather; as is 


conceiv'd, becauſe from the firſt foundation 
af Rome," until the change: bf:the Govern- 

ment, Kingswere Aagars,' as not'thinking 
ir fafe-ro' disjoyn-from-the Regal: power a 


diſcipline ſo tull ſol. Authority, as;was'that 
Leo an Augnm'; who were ſohighlyeſterm'd 


among the»: Ancients ; thatino_ Magiſtrate 
was choſen,nor, buſineſs of i Wren done; 
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the Walls og they' grow, yet after- 
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This FOTO, _ Rs Hier bend ve theiy 
Scepters only from the Angnrs # ſtiCE, a 
oy Livy informs us. > | 

Pon Nod 5-19; 

-The Heathen Priefts thinking i it Sr 
to reach any; way to God'which men might 
go by themſelves, without further guiding 
and-directing,/(like Muſictans:who are un: 
willingitoilearn their Scholars .to play by 
Nates;/ left 'they might grow: able ro im- 
prove themſelves :wi - a'Maſter ) did 
not as our Chriſtian Paſtors do,>furniſh the 
people with: a. record of: their -Gods com- 

tands, whereby they 'mighrt/'walk them- 

ſelves without any other affiftance ;: but on 

the contrary they inſtitured Lultrations;Ex- 

— thetike, which noneHut thems 

ſelves conldvexecnte;) ahd ialli/wasionly to 

render tho iy wa ny neceſlary to yon 
FLUTE: 3 5 HIEG 34 LS 

\The Ori riginial af Sacrifices ſcems to be 2s 
ancierit as: sRelipion; it ſelf> formo: ſooner had 
foyrid:out that/there:was is God, but 
disftept: up and faid;i-that this God had 
tanghe|rheri/lnchac manier tre: would: be 

ariinpp'd, As: Religion! therefore ſeems 
ro have beganmoſt ancientlyiin;che Eaſtern || : 
parts, or as ſomewill haveiirine>$7ype; © | ! 

| 
| 
| 


—y 


my am rol =. 


et Roe. AS as Aa inAARS eas on as. @. wi Ain La od ywpph _ es” 


did Sacrifices, which from thence were pro- 
_ ':Pagate@to Greece, /raly, and other remoter 
pate -"The: muinber of Saciifices*( ſays 2 
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and rend8r fuſſicient Arron 
not exeerable vilkinits of mankind.7' as If 


feirned Author) were among the &£pyptro. 
ansreckon'd 'to be 666; which withour-alt 


clara were multiplied by the Prieſts of 
veral Countries, where the ſaid eEZpyprian 


| Sacrifices were receiv'd;' But what a mad- 
neſ5 was-this, to think to flatrer the-Divi- 
nity withnhumanity ?" ro content-the Di-- 


vine'goodne(s with the afftition of his Crea- 
mares ana” to fatisfic the Juſtice of -God 
with cruelty ? A Superftitious man fevvetly 
God out of fear, whereas the truly-Religious: 
ſerves hirtfour of love. ©: Saperſtirion tatffer- 
eth neither God nor man'to'live at reſt, ' as: 
evidently appears by rheſe Hearlicn Sacrifi-« 
&s; What Cul be more fortiſh orirzatio+ 
nal;" than” to think: that the flaughter'of ia! 
poor: infiecent Creature; (who followid'the 


ſimplicity: of his own Nature, withourt'ever: 


offending'God) ſhoutdbe'fo gratefiitcorhe 
Ity,as thereby we thlghvenphare aur fins,” 
ement- for ithe' 


the Almighty Juſtice could'be' no othetwiſe: 
opPEas 'd for the errors of the Wicked, bur 
by th cfaficrings of che" lanscent. if! 

6: ' Now as'Sacrifices were'the moſt actos 


anduniveeſn,-b the greateſt and moſt my- 


Rciſorl Tabs ama us were invented: of 
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when fins were committed z 
was there no addreſsto be made to theDj. 
vine. Majeſty ,- but. by their Intercelſjon 2 
were they the Courciers of Heaven , and 
muſt they be firſt; bribed before men could 
receive a pardon for their fins? an inward 
aud hearty Repentance avail d- nothing 
amongſt them. Neither can the Heathens 
be:excuſed by ſaying, -thart at-theiſame time 
when: Sacrifices were offer'd , they might 


repent 33 for it doth:ſalictle appear: that they 


commanded Repentance, as we can hardly 
hind any mention.thereof in ther Religious 
vortinp z3:howeyer-we- may hope that God 
did work it-in-ſoame-of their hearts: for we 
hndin-P/4aro and other Philoſophers, ſorrow, 
for-ſin-often enjoyn'd:z:and we-may read 
among.:the vp Sapientes this. Holy pre- 
cept Quod tivi fiery por vis; alterine feeerts, 
which gives a brave; entrance intothe Chui- 
ſian Philoſophy, as jt taydsrecarded in Ho- 
ly Writ. But thisthey;ow'd to. heir Philo- 
lophysand not Theology, +/+ 
The ſtupidity .@f aheſe Heathen Sacrifices 
are ſufficiently already exploded-by. Lucian, 
<drnobims;. and athers : The firſt condemning | 
tem as ridiculous, the latter as impious 5 
for - 30 will be;ſery/d;in Spirit, and that | 
which is-ourwardly.done, is rather to.glori- 
he.our ſelves,” thanGod, Yet however, as 
LOT : : mon- 


v_ 


gf the Gentiles on for tnany thouſand 
years, and in ſome Nations continue to this 
.Perhaps melancholly men might ar 


% 


i light upon this Frenzy, by obſerving 
ow Nature had inevitably framed aff 
reatures to live by devouring and deſtroy. 

 4ng one another ; 4 man cats not one mor- 
iel bur he deſtroys an Animal or Vegetable. 
life, or at leaſt prevents them from attain- 
ing that life, which otherwiſe tliey would 
have enjoy'd. Nay, we cannot walk one 
ſtep, but probably we cruſh, manly Inſedts 
creeping under our feet; and theſanie hap- 

- Pens to. other Creatures: the Life of each 
cing by Nature made predatory. upord 


being 
others: . 
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thetfis Iintervenin along tl. 
TME.: Nor Was os, ce gp Tb: of bife 
ve. a moet, jul: with that of 
*Mth , * wich” 's for ever rrecoverable. 
Ad THe Yickneſs of one” thin Goes often in- 
2 others, and exret\d3 16 the deſtrattio) 
many tHoumHds! Whereas the heath of 
he ſoundeſt Body upon Earth, does not 
difluſcyrc ſelf £0. the. $90. of any bur.it ſelf. 
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q f get theſe, and ſuch. like ' Atiifter 

tions,” the OTE Ong of Yhitigs'ih 
bg appear 'd to.them to before prieful 
[0 LIEAHED, 1 han. heir. Bk tes again 
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mTnany .rhare Pl or: miſchievaiis ſup» 
poſed Deities. Nay, they erected Altars to 
moſt Diſcales.and: Vices, in hopes thereby 
to divert their-infeftion fromthe people; 
as: at this day many of the /udiavsdo much 
more worſhip and ;conſult the Devil, fot 
fear of miſchief; :than-they :do'! the good 
Spirit which .governs tho-Workd.i But if 
it were” poſſible for wiſe -and-virtuous.men 
to. believe, that the Divine power:delights 
in the ſlaughcer and deſtruftion of harmleſs 
Creatures which # ſelf hath made , they 
might perhaps ſuppoſe it to proceed, 'no8 


bave thetn by a quack ps 
from the ſufferings and liigring: detay 

long life; to be faddenly eftablifh'd;i in; an 
everlaſting undiſturbdi/peace andiindolency; 
or rather, if from durſtate of Ignorance ie 
- t: © Heaven; ;wo 
,thar-3t. hasmbdo all-Grea+ 


were | 
might im 
tae unanoraly 100 mga peg 


power: ena 
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their - Life; Ker even their Death, helps 
ro renew. the World;: and fo tends to its 
continuation and proſperity. From hence 
now peradventure- men' of Airy fancies 
might :conceir, ſome reaſons why: 1n man- 
kind andall other Sublunarie things, when 
any” one laſts longer than 1s ordinary for 
others of irs:Kind ro do, it /is uſually pu. 
niſhid with deformity-and'other 'decays, for 
retarding®"('as much as init hes) that 
Ee of the /Worlds/Renovation which 
would by'/its more carly Ms have ac. 
ern'd'thereunto; :: 1 
07 Theſt'/thoughts unreQify'd; hawk: eyen 
SONY: 'Chriſtans / caufed ſome //Hereticks 
hinky that: God has from -the firſt crea: 
riongiinfusTlirnto all periſhable things rwo 
internal principles,” theoneof Life and pre- 
ſervation;rhe other of Death'and deftructi- 
ow; alſo'that according as. cither-of theſe 
are'mote or:lefs. agrecably. entertain 'd, fo 
152the'Creature mote coriteſs vigorous and 
durable, .:Or: peradyentuire:/they::: might 
re appoſitcly :have obſerved; rhe riſe and 
ke ne come ry ones rotation of 
Viechin 1-LNAr 5 erat — con 


Idolatry. aud: Sacrifices: 
by his immediate preſence and inoperation, 


withour any need of 4r:F#otle's Intelligen- 


ges, Plato s D&mons, ar other imaginary 
powers ſubſervient: Nor that it merits a 
bad cenfure for deſtroying particulars, it 
being far an univerſal good. 
Now hecauſe the generality of men are 
not thus: ſpeculative 'or Philaſophical in 
their actions, bur rather crafty and politick, 
as deſigning to themſelves pawer amongſt 
men, and by conſequence. Riches and Ho- 
nour, the moſt neryaus/ and effeCtual canſi- 
deratien of the Gentiles Sacrifices muſt be 
taken that way. Thus when Princes who 
in ithe gaverning-of mankind, found it ro 
be an: unruly Creature, miſchievous, and 
not capable ta be'guided by ſolid reafpn ar 
ruth, bur totallyſubjefted to the paſſions 
of hope 'and fear; how falſe - and yain 
ſoever it matter'd not, provided that things 
were well fitzed and ſuitable ro their: capa- 
cities ; wherefare: they to encourage: obe- 
dience and good works, held forth. gain.and 
preferment ; as on theother ſide, to dererr 
from diſqbediegce and; miſchief;»they  07- 
dain'd forfeitures and:diſgrage;, i 
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'Yet/in as: much as' abundars cdAlitela nou 
-nocer, and ſeeing there were: many clande. 
Kine Villanies ſo ſecrer and undiſcoverable, 
as conld hardly be brought to an open 
convittion, for ſuch 'the Magiſtrate rais'd 
within them Ano tortore flagelium, viz. 
in their Conſciences the fear of ſome future 
puniſhment ;/-whereof "for want of chat 
rrue knowledge which we enjoy, they 
feign'd ſome 'of their -own inventions, ſuch 
metentby {om Lake, and: the. like; which 


| cheir- preſent inviſivlity. tive! che leſs 
credible; therefore the. declaring them to 
bewith. material Fire, as alſo-Eternal, did 
in good meaſure over-awetharineredulity, 
From whence we may obſerve; 'how necel(- 
fary'and: how natural is the belief 'of a Re- 
wardand Puniſhment hereafter : that even 
the nnenlighrned Heathens, as well for con- 
veniency',. as from! che impulſes of their 
own Narues, were forced ro'acknowledge 
it” 'Sorational and: rc bar ng Article 


>Xt: - 


tian for tho exedt of - this Tribunal in 
the minds of 'mtn',' they (not being en- 
lightned from above) made uſe of Super- 
dition, -(theoff-fpring of tao much Honour, 
and-coo. much Four) - which beimg ro be 
aged Fnningly', and well Fong 0 
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ic Ny wy ET Now agd'decty 
um, for an Atheift. herefore the 'wifet 
among. the Heathens foffow'd this Rate 1 in 
thear converſe ag Toquendum cam nlg 
ogg xm Letra & frttidus: # 
* axcipig "Our, Saviour” himfett 
ir ropes i was to _ Wh 
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_ wiſe obſery'd by the moſt prudent of the 
Hecathens, it made their Pricſts altogether 
neglett ſuch thoughts, though never 
wile,. as ory wel allured that their Pru- 
dence would hinder them fram diſcovering 
or jotereſting themſelves -in the vulgar 
Superſtitions, how fſottiſh ſoeyer. Bur 
nevertheleſs, to fortifie themſelves the ber- 
ter againſt any ſuch Yiſcovery,, they eyer 
decry.d Humane wiſdom, and magnify'd 
norance, well knowing that the ſeeds of 
their fooliſh Doctrine, would proſper no 
where but in barren ground. Reaſon teaches 


thar there 1s but one. only ſupreme God ; 
but they taught the belief of many Gods. 
Reaſon teaches that the Law of God, viz, 


a $f 8 [jt ,. 
wpeaon to be knock 0 
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- on the head by them. Reaſon would tell us 
that Romulus and Rbemus were Baſtards, and 


25 1 


_ that their Mother Rhea's pretence of being | 
layn with by God' Mars, was only a ſham 


ypon the gia" ro multitude, hoping 
by to fave borh her credir and her life. 
Again, when they defire me to give bur the 
fame credit tq rhe Hiſtory of their Gods, 
as I do to other Hiftory, 1 will ; but as well 
in their Religious, as in Livy or other pro- 
hane Hiſtory ory, when Thear of on Ox's ſpea- 
ing, or a God's deſcending in a Cloud'and 
ſhower of Gold to lye with a woman, inall 
ſuch miraculous Narrations , my Reaſon 
defires to be further farisfy'd in the truth of 
them, than only by the report 'of the Au- 
thor. Procults tells us of Romwturs appear- 
ing after his death, 'and that he ſaw him all 
RY 'din white, &c.'but my Reaſon bids 
#ere', whether he had not fome hand 
in 7 his murther, and thonght by pretending 
Roms us tobe raker'1 to Heaven, to' clear 
mfſelf to' the peo) e of that ſuſpicion. 
Apollonits Thane"! is reported by Philoſtr a- 
rs to have rais'd a'Maid from thedead, 
bur Reafon queſtions whether the Maid was 
nor only aſleep; for fleep is the Imape of 
death. Phileſtoes ns allo further'telleth; that 
_ nar Nniſh'a” away out'of the . Em- 
teſenge; before a great'rumberof 
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thar/iakhout is pore to = been. 
dang 11.the, 7 DE of a, great number of 
peaple;; yer, have. bur the Teſtimony of 
one.man fox the truth of it, viz, Phloſtratyy, 
and; not the: Srlany, of all. thoſe people, I 
Tha! darkogls: of the. ab at, Pudlius FL as. Þ; 
deeb, (appears to-Reaſon to, LE but an ac, | 
cidend proceeding from ſome natural cauſe, Þ 
3Rd:that ix; was 09 greater:Gamplementta, 
Cafery SÞRN19 ARY: F experſonin the World: 
that. wg at, the ſame. mameng. . There is. 
how ,1mpaſſible ſoever to be dang, 
hs, is mgoſib ale $0, bs belicycd,z for th 
ans LF one Tm rh, AMC and che 
ES im-witha charm, will deceive: f 
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; "ION 4 tives} ir is not the Evil; 
” barn ir a Sore thar is eafic and likely 
; ſroGure, then the Phyſician calls it the Evil; 
f har ſo rhe King: may have the credie of 
' pingehar, which would'have (done: well 
"| {&Mf. Theſe and many: more ſuch Im- 
, : f tures were put in practice by the Hea- 
ens, which for as much as Humane Reaſon 
& beds, their Prieſts' had great occaſion ts 
elaim againſt ir, as they- did. ' Lerus 
Chi iſtians from hence learn ro eſteem our 
1 the more, 'which ſtands /the Teſt 
on bidding us Eve a Reaſon for our 
Furthermore, theſe grand Heathenih Im: 
" ſtes (the Saoivs' Thitiar, as they call'q 
Fhetaſebves) cho berterito' prepare for the 
anring of their'Klolatry in the minds'of 
ie bs: did ( under the {nah of ſpeaking 
Efter the manner of men))-pro-fippoſe their 
ods to be originally of Fleſh and Bloud, 
ibuting to theny Tuch paſſions and de- 
as arc e onl [Jnodexit t6 mortals: They. 
f bothy Sexes; :Gods and God 
" had” Na Puno he ons 
for variety, or when Weary © 
EDD he went to his 'Miſſesy 
a for a fuller entertainmenc in hisCups, 
hoot him-a Gamymede* Ks Grave 
f > cobeſecn in "Crore, as Mott 
tiſhly 
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fiſhlyimpious were they, as to believe thi a 
deadiman to be the ever-liying God, Nayp 
they made their. Deities ſubject to tho 
Vices whichwere acted but by the wort 
men :-4n ſo much that nothing is more cele{ bo 
brated in Zepiter, than his Adultery; pug! 
in Mercsry, than his Fraud and Thefis; dff6 
whoſe: praiſes in.a:Hymn .of Homer's, ; th 
greacteit 1s. this : That being born in the 
morning, he had invented /Myſick by noon % 
and -before night ſtbla. away the Cattle off 
Hpolla from His Herdſmen. Therclanl 1 
Ainucixs, you may hear Ofavixs tellin 
Celicins, that the Heathens entertain 4 ſug b! 
fabulous. Notions, -of their Gods, as th \# 
uſually aſcribed ſuch. hoxridthings to them 
as:would -be accounted ſcandalous anddi {Ft 
WIRE hou nu ach | 


Kr he FE (21700 aid by 
their Gods, as: an Aſs -wenld do by Ca 
Wham'if hewere fo.commendito, his Fr 
Afe (Ougrtp would; ſay. he had..delicate-long Wi 
Ears, could Bray -very loud, and; ca nj Le 
grear! Burthens z which! being the mol 
rMmament gs LG ping —_ would # 4 
Pagoef ter Gow ads;- As an ingeniou:: 
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pore Prieſts Phyſick, till he was in- 
nd. what opinion his -patient had of 
rine-Vengeance; becauſe if he magnify.'d 
Woccy, then he gave him ſomething 
9 purge Flegm; whereas if he. extoll'd 
+4 then he gave him ſome- 

2 to: purge Choller. Cardan was fo 


1 oo haritable as ro. think this Superſtition 


of 
inf up again even: among. tHe: Chriſtians, Is 
In {Wo F -Nos- nebulones: lognimur ade Deo," 


(1 (which did really ſink under [the -ruines of 


im) was like the River Arethuſa; riſen 


m de no + nob14..; Bur-this.impiety a.fo 
kr from being ratiſed 'amongſt us Chri- 
> of the Reformed Church, that Atheiſm 


Ji elf would be as ſoon tolerated. ' Plmtarch 
t Jdefiredrather to be forgotten in- the. World, 


nh. remembred by-the- Name of the- man 


Jtha efacrin ro. devour: his! -own - Children, AB 


#.is reported to have; done : and It 18 
x to-have no opinion of God atall, than 


Ss. 
a jr obſervingi; he would never give q 


* eh. an one 4s is iſhonourable to-him, -a8 


2 F 19 woe Heathen Faiths og alchough.they. 
{a Inotown themſelves to nr — poi the 


o of God, :yEt-ad. god; in their; fond 
ations mako.th -aftrgy: 
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IR 172 fo ©) Inge Fr 
:/{Havi top gy refine: min the 
Ground & at 3 anderſtandings, where 
in-ro ſow the of vulgar Religions, th 

fow'd thereupon” ſuch- kind of DoCtrines; 
_ judged beſt capable of reception; and}. 
jwac: nt. er cach particular Gerin: of the 
—_— ebording as they found]: 
reade'er ſubtle, debaudh'd}. 

or IS: Hence' gtew their -Oblativhs 

and:Aitars, whervon they were offer'd : theſe 

did' always accompany their Prayers; fo 
they. & rhelr Gods" to' be fike ti L 
Princes, before whom no man might]. 
cothe einpty harided, and perhaps bevaud # 

a mas ng art. of their” Offerings fell tothe 
Priefts (ſhare 5 thetcfore they ontefſt'of- 
Auwms Ponepoline aftirution; who accord] 
ing; etheporery ofiihiol: cirries, erdain'd] 
pre gg ant Sult with A for Fruirs: andy 


| ow a feat rheir- Prieſts) al | 
wes; ih Revgs "or be-ſat]. 
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ing leſs than 'an Oz woul be ncrepied. 
tus by degrets they grew to ſich exctls, 


; that at lengrhia caſd ofa publickPeſtifence, 


'upon'ſotne great Warlike andertakitg; 
Was not jones 5 to offer Het wrowbs; that 


{ B; 216 tnidred Oven, an handied Sheep, whe 


FW many Switte, aff aronce upon's Hundred 


| ſeveral Altars. | Bur'to excced all this; ſortic 


gfew to Satfifice men and worneh': The ah- 


7 br Ve ard '6ne year, and then fp 


hy gets f he 


ba =D SE War of 


proces (29 warn 


pon, & NHUOT Font liod of 
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| -4Rich man, or che Boon ſaed for very Gomr- It 
ied fiderable, 'or the God one of thebetrer fort > 
_ mfuch a _caft Sheep were defÞiſtd, and no- 
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for the Athenians; A for the Thebang, 
Anchorws, for the Sydoniens ; as allo Crrting 
and the two Dect:, " the Romans, where... | * 
of you may read at large in Livy's 8** Book. | 
Thus Humane Sacrifices. grew every where 
ſo common, .that in Mexico 20000 menin 
a «yea! were frequently ſlain upon their Al. 
for. more ,brutiſh and unnatural 
I_- ties they. uſed,, the .more prevalent 
houghr them with Heaven ; and in- 
ey:have uſually. boa crown'd with 
pſt ſucceſs; perhaps ſu poſing the ins 
entional..piety, -to. dawn 2 ve the un- 
rural. act ; or rather, TS the general 
dence. of the  Gods., Mines. ro. be 
thereby procured, might. raiſe.a_more than 
ary; yigour .in the, Squldicrs minds, 
whichis thechicf cauſcof Vitory., There- 
tone. 9) en they were. Te JEAra Joyn Bare 
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Sarrifices. 
1 ently wks he condudt of (L4ris 
winſt Flaminivs, vow dto' Mars 4 
Frear Core UH :i9 3 bur: Flaminins to out-bid 
hem Irowr'd toetcta magnificent Trophy; 
nd fo prevaif'd. -'Muthlikethe ftory of a 
apt Jadge,who being bribed with Jar 
3-0; ; theother party:came the next day 
> preſented hirty with a fat Oxy where< 
: he' gave-ſentence>Tor the! Ox; und! 
henthe Oylman murmur'd, the Judge fo 
eſe che baſineſsrold him, thatin the place 
here'the Jar'of Oyl ſtood; an atraly Ox- 
brakeinand oyerturn'd'it,'ſo as-it was qui te 
fgc eren/ | *And'\many'times their Prayers 
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Qt itable in giving their bleſſing ; good 

. | advice, otgholtly. counſel, who ng, good 
feſs will 6k part with farthing of money. 
_ Ihe baſt ingratitude of manking. : 151n a juſt 
Proporti6h 3 reprefenced in the. ten 
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fire! f ſo thuch as to come and fay,. Sir, 1 
thank you. 
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Men may wonder why the widchen Cler- 
ry did  hig hly extoll Sacrifices, to appeafe 
Divine W1 zainſt ſinners, and fo little 
ehtſon, or . 4 we of Repentance : But 
He Realoris il moſt obvious. ;conjecture 
fete two ok they could not bur of ſerve 


creature man .18,.He, ſom 
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ſo they may, like jib nk men i NA dangerous 
fit of ſt cknels, vow 10 be ome. new. men; 
Yet conſidering how frequ [ent *; and. certain 
their Relapſes were, it” ſcem'd almoſt a 
mockery, or ar the beſt, ſuch careleſiiefs 
as is hardly to be exteniyate Hy the term of 
Humane” frailty, but, rather? a _dowrighr 
ffe&t" of | eficy), ; and" if .ſo, it, were 
4Yery im prop2r OYfation to he recom. 
Fprag m their Clergy; who lived by. 
-dtlityofmen. Bhs certainly if men 
did -really* and ſeriouſly believe what they 
pretend, or _ wt fits. they make them- 
ſclyes think , they do 'belieye they could | 
She JU tb that want of be- 
lieving' the oy, thing which def roys all 
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themin as great aRevercnce as any kind of . 
Oblarion whatever ; but they cithr thought 
not of it, or it may be theſe great Officers 
the Cer, ed Morim would not admit there; 
-of: for that it was ever found true, Facile 
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"Unleſs i werein 7apan, Ido not remem- 


| Herts have' read of any place where they 
aſſumed the ' Office of Confeſſors, with 
ark to abſolve ſitners ; which; 


eradven- 
ure if they had preſumed ro claim, and 
d, might have brought 


tur ad feccarum uby wenalis oft gratia'; el. 
*Rich men | would not carc how vi- 
EWCre,. knowing they had. where- 
withal fo procure Abſolution. when they 
pleaſed * ſo that the Poor ſeem'd in'a man- 


ner redeſtinate to damnation, or Gods Ene-- 


'mies, as the Turks call them ; who for that 
Reaſon willvery ſtaom relieve them. 

" He that ould ask, what the ancient Re- 
ligion of the'Hearhens was ? ir may be an- 


#wered him, that. it was. their Sacrifices z 


which varied according to the ſeyeral man> 
ners of each*Country.” Now however all 
Sacrifices ſcem to be.the invention of Prieſts, 
yer the Cznenta eſpecially ; many 'Philoſo- 

hers condemning them , but. above all 
Pyth agoras,” who" ſaid; Thar men onght"to 
ye”: 03. ir 
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permit no Sacrifice made With laughter ; 
and that mnocent were not to be ſlain far 
the Gods, ſuch cruelty being rather likely 
to aggravate, than cxtenuate mens ofher 
ſins; alſo that Altars' were not to be 
imbrued 'with Bloud, Porphiry likewiſe 
faith, That in ancient times it was thought 
a great crime to kill any harmleſs inpocent 
Beaſts, they being intercommoners with 
menon Earth: And many beſides him were 
of that opinion ; as thinking it enough tp 
rake from the Sheep her Fleece, from the 
Cow her Milk, and from the Ox his Labour, 
without robbing them of their Lives, ' The 
killing of Animals in. Sacrifice, was how- 
ever thought to be very proper for Feaſting; 
they might alſo not withour ſome good in- 
tention be offer'd to their Gods, as.to whom 
they ow'd their Food. ' The maxter of Sa- 
crifices in _genetal, was Fleſh, ' Fifh, and 
Fowl, asalſo whatſoever did afford YO 
and wholſom, ſuſtenance. . But amongſt a 
the Cruenta Sacrificia, the moſt ancient 
ſeems to be that of Swine, who for the treſ- 
Pals they. made upon, Agriculture, were. 
fler d to Ceres the Gi dcks thereof, as We 
may learn from this lige of Ovid: . 
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Prima Ceres. avide gaviſa,eſ [angwine Pores 
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ovly for Thank las but alſa- for Expia- 

AJion6f Thr ' 6s Ake wife for affernblin 

'of rhe paaphe- togerher to make good Cheat, 
4nd:bring ini 'Rogftamear for rhe Prieſts:; 
Nor! Were" Beaſts "uneffeQal for rhe 1 

| holdirgy 6f th& worſhip of their Gods in: = 

. mitidsof men; fince at aff Entertainments, 
the Corpany are naturally apr to drink 


-phe Crichie, ſees ro have been firſt uſed 
among the' <£gyptians, and from them 
tothe Hebrews, as Theodoret con- 
ſelles; obſerving only; thar whereas the 
wfgyptians facti xd either to Dzmons or 
Idols, the *3faetvves: through the-Divine 


God: | St:'\Jeromalfo- upon the: words: of 
feremiah 'C hap. 7. ww 2r.} ſaith, Thar 
Godarlh@didallbwrheuſe of Sacrifices to 
hirafelf, left otherwiſe they ſhould be made 
toifalſe Godv: "whereupon alfo' he notes, 
char' Hoſts never comimanded the uſe of Sa- 
crifices, bug by the-way of tokerating'them 
afver the Iſraelites 'were comeourof 4 pts 
where the (iweerncſsof 'Sacrifices ſeems? of 
to;have been found 6ur;. for not only their 
Beltiosburalſorhe irBacksprofitedbythem; 
' nite wma ated, Ebarsof Skilts beiag tic 
nfiaÞgarttierits Farwhich reaſon-the © Crarenr 
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theF6unders hicalth, ” Sacrifices, eſpecially 


permifſion' were- allow'd to offer them ro 


FO - The Origind caf 
"There, are many general things ob rvetle 
in all, or moſt of cheip-Olterings,--and of 
myſtical. fignificagion;-as - this: - Thati:al 
though their Gods were notoriouſly-guiley 
of Fraud, Rapine,, and'Violence; yer above 
all other Oblations they delighted moſt in 
Creatures meck ang. harmlels, as Doves, 
Sheep, -and Oxenz. which-were not only 
better mear for their Prieſts, than Lyons and 
Tygers, or the like , but alſo- ſerved- for 
yy 6 to yew that ſoft and. innocent 
Natures. were ordain'd, for; a-prey -tothe 
fraudulent, rapacigus 'and yigleant :- in the 
obſervation whereaf,..the.waſe Sp:Ctators 
ioſtrutted1 themſelves. to. their Oyn advan- 
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Proper a ptey x0 the Woolt. Theres 
> Mahomer to. make; his; Diſciples all 
ogg delivers this Impious. Dodtrine, , 
That he who forgives an-inyury: does well, 
bur he who xEvVenges. it R- - ſh . LO 
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"Taolgtr yori Fardifices. 
that they! might be able'to'encounter the 
worſtofmen, heis by-the ingenious Bocaline 
in his'P arns/«s,. reſembled to'a man'that 
driving; aflock of Sheep-ints'a Corner, did 
there rake outtheir own Teeth, 'and in their 
ſtead , gave each>of themia/ſet of Wolves 
Teerhiſo that . whereas beforeione Shi 
herd was able to drive a whole Flock; i 
each*Sherp. hatlv need of particufar Shep- 
herd, and all'lictle: enough toor ''Much to 
our purpoſe'; is.ir noted by Platarch, thar 
 grearPrinces'in-their Shields'do ever. give 
Creatures of Force'and Rapine,- as Eagles, 
Lyons,” Dragons , and the like, to reach 
them how to maintain their Grandenar :-in 
reſemblance whereof, Henry the '4** of 
France hadeverengraven upon hisOrdnance 
this Motto, Ratio ailtima Regnum; but how-' 
ever. for petty Princes, a F6x wy be the 
MONTE | as * | 


- Theſe. Sabvillces: upan enthcedidaryioss 
caſts, were ever-preſented\with wonder-' 
ful Solemnity.a and Magnificence; foraccor-- 
ding - to St. /Pag/'sob{ervation, they hold: 

; we * bebe wat aan. of: the- Gods,* 
| might: probably. conJe great 
_ delight: which: we taken folemn- 

and Muſick, mighribe' orig 
| arte 1 e Hoe inrmgng ro che ie 
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NYT: - However 's ey were 
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ape {a S Minds; ; > the- One /, of cancern to 
\EugiOn 3' The other,- to'- the State. The 
ancern ag 40; Religinn was ,| in _raifing 


B Kind. of Veneration and awfial Ter: 
ny. tho. IpcCators 2 which is a. framo 
f * Sgiri :of Devotion, 
xcludng. all. wandring ,. 5 light and vaio 
gp rich beg mage the maſt _ 
5 2..f part of 'their 
_ wwe: worſhip. was . celebrarcd_ in thick 
Graves, 5.» and. afterwards when they 
fied Temples , many them wer 
of; rgagpificent | frudiuae: z hat; ever. fo 
gloomy and dark , as they-wene: in the | 
= time fain to 'riakke uſe of "ie 
7; Bheie oeans 5. z \for fic." a Lig 
ent9 auy' Show much -more. foles- 
Fayre open day-light :- As: we plain« 
x __ Mm an + parker bor! for 


_ and generally. in dumb-ſhows , withouc 
any words at all ; as ſuppoſing eyery 
" one from his Childhood acquaipted with 


. mych longer than. if they had He 
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' the Articles of hs Faith;daily' rehe rs;d 


Religion as ig. Were upon a Stage-1; 
it faxed'/ alſo Wirth cha that. a8; With 


 Opers's , which 'eyer-take better Adted, 


than Read : Seg mi irritant animos de- 
Wiſe por Ares, quam qua [unt achlis ſub- 
Jecia  llebies, The whole Hiſtory of 
moſt of their Gods, was at the time: of 
their ſeveral” Feſtivals very ſplendidly 
Ace aſter the manner of publick Plays, 


the Story. by. his Religious education. 
Theſe a upheld their fabulous Di- 
vinity many - thouſand years. ,, perhaps 


cd it upon Argumentatiye diſcourſes and 


 Syllogiſims' , which: are' knacks that et 


ther -take- not the multirude ac all , or - 
never hold them long : for -either the 


. caxcs, of the 'Woxld. flifle them, or ' at 


Long after- 4- time- they grow as tedious 
a Fiddler that | can; play but one 


Tons: Beſides, theſe frequent Repreſen- 


rations. were ao leſs effectual to ſirepgthen 
peoples Faith, than if. they heard 


unto them. ''3 Wi 
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The veher .concern',. viz: of the State 


in —— off Ht Sangumary - Sacrifices, was 


"Hg the Pegple to ſuch horrid and 
ady'$ hrs, which/though bur of Beaſts, 
yer doubt ſs tended much to the I 
'theit hearts againft all apprehenſions of 
btoud and dearh, tirher in” themſelves or 
others z/rendring them fitter for the Wars, 
and” thereby more- capable either of de- 
Tide” or 'cnlarging 'rhejy Empire. Up- 
on'this confidcration' iti is, that our Laws 
wilt not admir a Butcher ro'ſerve upon-the || 
Jury” of Life and 'Death*” Alſo at the'Par- 
rel of Edzehill it was genierally obſcrv'd, 
that bne 'Foot-Regitiient' df Burchers, 'bo- 
haved'themſelves more 'ftourly than atly 
other Regiment of cither/ſide'; and yet 
they. had” never. before” that” time © been 
feſh's:-n' ny blond bur thar of \Beaſts, 
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